
NEWSLETTER
Spring 2022 

                                     Letter from Diane Lannon, President of the Friends of         
Hortense Miller Garden.

2022 has been a busy time at the Hortense Miller Garden.  The unique driveway was completely overhauled 
bringing back the 1958 look with redwood trimmed sandblasted stone, just as Hortense designed.  Workshops 
have resumed starting with Lori Kahn’s Meditation in the Garden and Marsha Bode’s  Suncatcher  Garden Art 
class with thousands of beads, both well attended.  We are now scheduling regular birding tours about once a 
month with Debbie and Ralph Sugg identifying song and species on the hillside.  The Laguna Beach Garden Club 
hosted their March Green Thumb Succulent Wreath Workshop on a beautiful Friday at the Garden. Many beautiful 
wreaths were created that day.  Art in the Garden continues as the SoCal Plein Air Painters Association continue to 
paint in the garden twice a month catching the morning sun.  

We had a wonderful day for our Open House at the end of March and had many new patrons visit the house and 
garden for the first time.  Thank you to the many members and volunteers that helped make the day a success! We 
have dedicated volunteers that work tirelessly in the garden keeping the weeds at bay and the plants watered and 
nourished.  It takes lots of hours to maintain a 2.5 acre garden and we thank all those who help keep it beautiful 
season after season, allowing us to share Hortense’s vi 

 The El Morro 3rd Graders attended a ½ day workshop at the garden listening to the Laguna Beach Water District 
on water conservation, our Local Beekeeper on the importance of bees in the garden, and Jan & Ben Brown on the 
wildlife in the garden and the clean lines of Mid-Century Modern architecture. 

 There are more workshops scheduled for the summer, starting with a Children’s Art Class on July 23 from 9:45am 
- noon and a Japanese Flower Arranging Ikebana Workshop on August 20 from 9:45am – 11:30am at the garden.  
Space is limited and registration is required.  Register by sending an e-mail  to HortenseMillerFriends@gmail.com    
We also hope to reschedule the Photography Workshop with Jenine Lurie, that was postponed from the April date.  
Look for details online.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Continued on Page  6       	              

Seven of our hardworking volunteers preparing for the 2022 Open House.  Pictured from left, Sherry Stephens, Jim 
McGee, Erika Giordano, Diane Lannon, Pete Lannon, Stephen Crawford, Jan Brown.
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ART IN THE GARDEN WORKSHOP 
         at Hortense Miller Garden 

Saturday,	July	23,	2022	
				9:45	a.m.	-	12:00	noon	

						Children’s	Tempera	Painting	Workshop	
Paint outside in the wild hillside garden of Hortense Miller, 
with drama6c Ocean and Canyon vistas.  Students will learn 
to paint seascapes using tempera paint as they create 2 
seascapes: one realis6c, one pop art. 

Brianne Burtness will teach the fundamentals of tempera 
pain6ng with composi6on, drawing, color and texture.  This 
two hour workshop will begin with a demo, followed by a fun 
morning of pain6ng and personal instruc6on. 

Parents will be given a brief tour of the house and garden 
during the instruc6on 6me or they can relax in the garden.  
Bring a coffee or beverage of your choice and a good book to 
enjoy while wai6ng. 
 Workshop	space	is	limited.	Reservations	required.	

E-mail HortenseMillerFriends@gmail.com  to request a spot with Student Name/ Age / Parent Name / 
 E-mail and Cell Number 
Please have student bring a snack and a water boPle.   All art materials are  included. 

mailto:HortenseMillerFriends@gmail.com


For informa6on about HMG volunteer opportuni6es, contact Diane Lannon at 
HortenseMillerFriends@gmail.com or  949-374-2696. www.HortenseMillerGarden.org
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     Current exhibit in the Aviary Gallery 
          “Universe in My Backyard” 
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Sharon, a former Sawdust exhibitor, has 
been a working artist for the past 12 
years, and is beginning to take her work 
outdoors and into landscape design.  She 
feels fortunate to have access to the 
Hortense Miller garden for inspiration, 
and certainly brings new life to it with 
this uplifting show. Please schedule a visit 
soon to see the current exhibit, which 
will stay up until mid-June.  We are so 
lucky to have Sharon Hardy’s wonderful 
work presented here for the spring 
season.

By Curator Kristy Melita

Our Open House visitors were some of the first to enjoy 
the work of local Laguna Beach artist Sharon Hardy in the 
Aviary gallery.  Her bright drawings and ceramic 
sculptures were greeted with delight and wonder.  The 
exhibit, titled “Universe in My Backyard”, consists of 
drawings of ink and graphite on mulberry paper inspired 
by the environment and hikes in the local canyons, and 
from time spent drawing in the Hortense Miller Garden.  
Several ceramic sculptures found outside in the garden 
are coil and hand-built, glazed and fired.  A delicate 
sculpture inside the gallery space was created as a 
response to bee colony collapse.
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Hortense’s Waxed Puya grows at the bottom gate of the Garden.  A member of the Pineapple 
Family, this bromeliad is a sight to see for its remarkable turquoise blooms.  The bees love it:  
often weighting themselves down with pollen until they appear to find lift off difficult! 

FRIENDS OF HORTENSE MILLER 
GARDEN BOARD MEMBERS 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
The Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation dedicated to the 
continuing support, preservation and improvement of this unique garden and historic residence. 
Your contributions, either as annual membership renewal or donation, are helping in this endeavor. 
When making a donation and/or renewal, please print and complete the form on this page, include 
your email address and check, and mail to: 

Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden, Box 742, Laguna Beach, CA 92652 

or enroll on our website: www.hortensemillergarden.org 

Date ____________________________                                Please select membership level: 

Name_____________________________________      ☐ Hortensia           $1,000 annually 

Street Address______________________________     ☐ Bougainvillea  $500 annually 

City, State, Zip Code ________________________       ☐ Wysteria   $100 annually 

Phone___________________Email__________________      ☐ Camellia    $50 annually 

Including email address saves the Friends mailing expense.      ☐ Donation            $_________ 

“Like” us on Facebook:  Hortense Miller Garden	Website:  www.hortensemillergarden.org 
Friends of the Hortense Miller Garden is a nonprofit public benefit 501 (c)(3) corporation: 
#95-3131731 

I want to thank our Board of Directors for all their hard 
work during the past year working with Covid restric6ons 
and always keeping a posi6ve actude as we maintain the 
house and garden for the City of Laguna Beach.  Also, 
Stephen Crawford, our garden manager, has tackled several 
big projects during the past couple years for us and done a 
great job. Thank you all! 

Diane

Letter from Diane                            
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